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Books
By Sue Wilkinson

Delve into 
folk lore of 
the moors

I
t’s appropriate 
that I am writ-
ing this review as 
hail batters the 
windows and the 
wind howls at the 

door.
The Witcher Keys 

is set in the winter on 
the North York Moors 
– so loved by its author 
IR Johnson, who lives 
with his family near 
Malton.

Its sense of season 
and place is perfect. 
It’s cold and chill-
ing and yet its sense 
of justice and the 
friendship between 
its teenage heroes, 
Victoria and Mark, 
heartwarming.

The story is about 
the search for keys to 
unlock a fortune – but 
Victoria and Mark are 
not the only ones after 
the treasure.

There are black 
elves, light elves, a gi-
ant, spriggans, goblins 
and gnomes to con-
tend with in the hunt 
for gems.

Magic swords, po-
tions and powders 
combine to make this 
book mystical and 
magical. It is a little 
bit Tolkien, a touch 
of Enid Blyton, albeit 
on Ecstasy, and a tad 
Philip Pullman – but, 

also unlike them.
Often dark and 

gruesome and, at 
times, light and sum-
mery, it takes its 
reader on a non-stop 
rollercoaster of a jour-
ney.

It is heart-break-
ing, heart-stopping 
and breathless, fright-
ening and funny. It 
plunges the readers 
into danger and dark-
ness. Crypts, caves, 
castles, mines, farms 
and mansions are its 
settings – good versus 
evil its theme. There 
are touches of coming 
of age and family ties 
about it, too. I don’t 

know if it’s the next 
Tolkien, JK Rowling, 
Philip Pullman or 
Derek Landy.  

I do know this is a 
fantastic, phantasma-
gorical read.

Before it comes to a 
cinema near you – be-
cause it has the poten-
tial to be a big screen 
hit – buy yourself a 
copy.  Then lock all the 
doors – because you 
do not want to be  
disturbed. A locked 
door, though, will not 
keep out a spriggan ...

The witcher Keys
by IR Johnson, published by the 
Book Guild, £15.99

Frightening, 
funny, dark, 
breathtaking 
and warming

Ian Johnson with copies of The Witcher Keys

Musicport, the Whitby-
based not for profit com-
munity business, is staying 
at the Pavilion. It will run  
from Friday October 18 to 
Sunday October 20. 
More than 40 acts will be 
performing on five stages.
Although negotiations 
are still ongoing already 
booked are  Baladi Blues 
(Egypt), Skip “Little Axe” 
McDonald (USA), Ergo 
Phizmiz , Tantz (Klezmer 
Band), The Whiskey Dogs 
(Americana)  and The Or-
chestra That Fell to Earth. 
Tickets go on sale tomor-
row at Musicport Shop, 
Skinner Street or ring 
01947 603475.

Tickets go on 
sale for
Musicport at 
Pavilion

The Whiskey Dogs will 
play Musicport this year

For Dave Spikey 
words do come easy
The trouble with talking to 
Dave Spikey is you can hardly 
get in a question for laughing 
– every answer, however seri-
ous it starts, ends in a joke.

That’s the case whether he’s 
talking about his upbringing 
or the perils of touring.

Though at the top of his 
game in the comedy club cir-
cuit, it was Phoenix Nights, 
in which he played Jerry ‘the 
saint’ St Clair, which made him 
a household name.

Two series later and he 
seems to have toured non-stop 
and has filled theatres across 
the country. His latest – Words 
Don’t Come Easy – is at the Spa, 
Bridlington, on March 23.

“It’s evolved out of ideas 
from the last two shows. One is 
deconstructing song lyrics,” he 
said. “Things like Vanessa Wil-
liams’ Save the Best for Last. In 
it she sings: ‘Sometimes the sun 
goes round the moon – what law 
of astrophysics is that?’ he said.

The misuse of the English 
language is everywhere, he said, 
from advertisements to  restau-
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rant menus.
Away from touring he is 

writing a new sitcom with 
Phoenix Nights co-star Neil 
Fitzmaurice. Called Glitter-
ball, it is set in Blackpool and 
is about ballroom dancing. Ali-
son Steadman, Jill Halfpenny, 

Misuse of English 
– My gran  said 
I’m having two 
teeth  out and a 
gas fire put in

Keith Barron and Jane McDon-
ald were at a read-through and it 
could be picked up by the BBC. 
Sky are also interested in devel-
oping Magnolia, about painters 
and decorators. But he knows 
the game and simply says: “We’ll 
see what happens.”

theatre


